
Great Start Collaborative 

FEBRUARY  2022

EARLY  CH I LDHOOD  

MONTHLY  NEWSLETTER

​MICHIGAN HAS FOUR EARLY CHILDHOOD OUTCOMES

CHILDREN ARE BORN HEALTHY

CHILDREN ARE HEALTHY, THRIVING AND DEVELOPMENTALLY ON TRACK
FROM BIRTH TO THIRD GRADE

CHILDREN ARE DEVELOPMENTALLY READY TO SUCCEED IN SCHOOL AT
TIME OF SCHOOL ENTRY

CHILDREN ARE PREPARED TO SUCCEED IN FOURTH GRADE AND BEYOND
BY READING PROFICIENTLY BY THE END OF THIRD GRADE

The Michigan Office of Great Start,
within Michigan Department of

Education, established Great Start
Collaboratives and Great Start (Parent)

Family Coalitions in each county to
build a stronger early childhood

system. 



WANTED: 
Talking is Teaching Partners

If you are interested in sharing the

importance of" Talking, Singing, and

Reading" to children in our

community and want to help reduce

the WORD GAP, so ALL children are

ready for kindergarten and reading

proficiently by 3rd grade, please share

our monthly posters and parenting

tips with your families or sign up to

be a Guest Reader for November.

TALKING IS TEACHING 
CAMPAIGN POSTERS

GSC- FEBRUARY 
 RESOURCES

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

NEXTNEXT    VIRTUAL WHOLE GROUP GSC MEETING-VIRTUAL WHOLE GROUP GSC MEETING-  
FEBRUARY 1ST FEBRUARY 1ST (9-11AM)(9-11AM)

Partner 
Updates

Early On- children ages 0-3 years old with
developmental delays. 
Help Me Grow Allegan- families with
children ages 0-5 years old
Head Start: pregnant moms and children
ages 0-5 years old.
Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP)- 4
year olds

Multi-Agency Collaborative Council (MACC)-
share our Allegan County Community Health
Needs Assessment (CHNA) Survey:
https://bit.ly/3xUtJ2X. See flier on pg. 15
Allegan County Community Mental Health- 
NEW myStrength website and app. See flier on pg.
14.
United Way- Needs help with delivering food boxes
to residents in Allegan County who cannot get to the
Goods Donation Center to pick up their boxes.
Open Applications:

GUEST READER: 
SIGN UP

https://bit.ly/3gTNqOh

WANTED: 
Talking is Teaching Partners
Our literacy committee is collecting agency Wish

Lists for future "Talking is Teaching" funding,

Please fill out our quick survey by March 1st, 2022.  

TALKING IS TEACHING 
WISH LIST SURVEY

January 2022- Work Group Meeting Minutes

https://www.facebook.com/AlleganHelpMeGrow
https://www.instagram.com/helpmegrowallegan/
https://twitter.com/HMGAllegan
https://www.helpmegrowallegan.org/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UTsEkrI7N8CtxQwdtbtkDpql849k6z7h?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UTsEkrI7N8CtxQwdtbtkDpql849k6z7h?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UTsEkrI7N8CtxQwdtbtkDpql849k6z7h?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1INd0Yc17fLgLTHzvc44__RguAthRF8DG?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1INd0Yc17fLgLTHzvc44__RguAthRF8DG?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1INd0Yc17fLgLTHzvc44__RguAthRF8DG?usp=sharing
https://bit.ly/3xUtJ2X
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dfnnTHYfCz4E-EpX17i28mXDM1O4Vm98/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dfnnTHYfCz4E-EpX17i28mXDM1O4Vm98/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dfnnTHYfCz4E-EpX17i28mXDM1O4Vm98/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciqR5Hz6ulO-LRrIIFRoAtqE55V77HnX20vHbq9bs1w1MIZw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciqR5Hz6ulO-LRrIIFRoAtqE55V77HnX20vHbq9bs1w1MIZw/viewform
https://bit.ly/3gTNqOh
https://forms.gle/aa9K1WZS896PJ5D98
https://forms.gle/aa9K1WZS896PJ5D98
https://forms.gle/aa9K1WZS896PJ5D98
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VRJxA0plQexH_jK7ZYX4yjwDzJBIxQFl?usp=sharing





$25 MEIJER GIFT CARD & PRIZE GIVEAWAYS
At every GSFC gathering, we will raffle off one FREE $25 Meijer gift

card to a random attendee! FREE giveaway items 

for either parents or children will be raffled off at each event!




Virtual Coffee Chat:
Wednesday, February 9 at 5:30pm to 6:30pm

Topic: Mental Health Resources for Parents/Caregivers
Virtual, Join via Zoom: https://bit.ly/allegancafe




REGISTER NOW for our FREE
2022 Great Start Family Connected Events




FAMILIES CONNECTED | HelpMeGrowAllegan

Families Connected is a safe
environment for parents,
grandparents, caregivers,
and guardians of children

(prenatal - 12 years of age) in
Allegan County to connect

with other parents &
caregivers, to talk about

their struggles, and to get
support and advice in a safe

environment!

Contact 
Stormie Drake 
(Parent Liaison)

for more
information at

(269) 512-7747










Parent 
Support
System

Parent
EducationConnecting

Parents 

https://bit.ly/allegancafe
https://www.helpmegrowallegan.org/parentsconnected
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AlleganGSPC
mailto:Stormie.Drake@alleganaesa.org


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MHYyGYm99CLaMdesS65O_p5k--ZuMVcb/view?usp=sharing















Community Action of Allegan County (Head Start)
Conscious Discipline Session- CONSEQUENCES - February 3rd, 7-8pm

MUM (Moms Uplifting Moms)- February 7th, 5-6pm

MUM (Moms Uplifting Moms)- February 21st, 10-11am

Register for online events at cschultz@communityactionallegan.org






Resilience: Advocates for Ending Violence
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE- Part II Webinar Series- January 28th, 10am-2pm

SEXUAL ASSAULT SUPPORT GROUP (Hybrid or Zoom)- Every Wednesday, 6-7pm

Register for events at MaddieV@resiliencemi.org

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SUPPORT GROUP (Hybrid or Zoom)- Every Thursday, 6-7pm

Register for events at SuzanneK@resiliencemi.org

RAISING RESILIENT CHILDREN SUPPORT GROUP (Zoom)-February 16th, 12=1pm

Topic: Coping Skills

Register for events at JeannaP@resiliencemi.org






Allegan County Community Mental Health Services
Caring for Children Who Have Experienced Trauma- Zoom Series

Feb 2nd, Feb 9th, Feb 16th, Feb 23rd, 9:30 -11:30am

Register for event at EEvans@accmhs.org or (269) 615-6130

W
ea

re the Village
P R O V I D E D  B Y  

G S C  P A R T N E R S

PARENT TRAININGS

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cNE5nXOpwaUGnfPS4D2ymF0Khl8ykhNh/view?usp=sharing
mailto:cschultz@communityactionallegan.org
mailto:MaddieV@resiliencemi.org
mailto:SuzanneK@resiliencemi.org
mailto:JeannaP@resiliencemi.org
mailto:EEvans@accmhs.org


MSU Extensions:
ONLINE EXTENSION EXTRAS PARENTING HOUR- Outdoor Play

February 1st  @ 8-9:30pm

ONLINE EXTENSION EXTRAS PARENTING HOUR- Purpose of Play

February 8th @ 8-9:30pm

ONLINE EXTENSION EXTRAS PARENTING HOUR-  Co-Parenting

February 15th @ 8– 9:30 pm

ONLINE EXTENSION EXTRAS PARENTING HOUR- 

What Children Need to Know to Start School

February 22nd @ 11:30am-12:30pm

MINDFULLY FEEDING INFANTS & TODDLERS

February 23rd @ 12–1pm




W
ea

re the Village
P R O V I D E D  B Y  

G S C  P A R T N E R S

PARENT TRAININGS

https://www.canr.msu.edu/search?tag=parent%20education&county=&contentTypeOption=calendarEvent&siteContext=parent%20education&tagUsage=&hideHomePage=true#results
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-september-webinar-2021
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-september-webinar-2021
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-september-webinar-2021
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-september-webinar-2021
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-september-webinar-2021
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-september-webinar-2021
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-september-webinar-2021
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-september-webinar-2021
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-september-webinar-2021
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-september-webinar-2021
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-september-webinar-2021
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-september-webinar-2021
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/guiding-principles-for-highly-successful-parenting-september-webinar-2021


Creating Positive Experiences for Your Child
﻿The HOPE website contains a variety of resources to help parents and professionals to

put HOPE into practice. HOPE National Resource Center Director, Dr. Robert Sege,

developed a series of parent brochures on how to create positive experiences for

children during the pandemic and beyond. You can find links to the brochures, broken

down by age group, below.

﻿

Creating Positive Experiences for Your Infant

Creating Positive Experiences for Toddlers & Preschool-Age Children

Creating Positive Experiences for School-Age Children

Creating Positive Experiences for Teens



2022 HOPE Virtual Summit - Building HOPE (March 8, 2022)
The Summit will start with a keynote speech from Dr. Wendy Ellis! Dr. Ellis is the

creator of the concept of Adverse Community Environments - the pair of ACEs. Her

current work focuses on creating resilient communities, and she is now active in

Building Community Resilience all across the country. Her talk will describe how

communities and policies can make it easier for children to have the Positive

Childhood Experiences (PCEs) they need. In addition to her keynote, her team will

lead workshops introducing new community resilience-building tools.

W
ea

re the Village

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001llj9e8zRo7FQJNLyEyeMSw7BBEathPDS1ASAHyAv6LAFIkSFeenrPiUrsI_0y8T-cRAvRWuMiKQZSQbV948gesvjqbMb0nwCaEF8VufrEB9RmnqEjugSI-tdE98EJhQf5TDiouDhCAV7qXk9qnAD0nOD854RcDtM&c=Pxh3rHRp_aC940uPiP8AKA0JT6ePyT5Sc2FcY3XMpetOIjNTsyv4eQ==&ch=kaI0uXmxX2vtPcnRo45egKewg4D2ETUYoUM1_u1yiRf1t8s38g8wAQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001llj9e8zRo7FQJNLyEyeMSw7BBEathPDS1ASAHyAv6LAFIkSFeenrPiUrsI_0y8T-RuOqEQ6TyzphYLqU38-0NZiTKTMVlUhlsC3g_0ckR8sJomL_TW-sFL939txK_ZAUZqGEug_pIZMWst9sfvUt0E0KsfYG6484qz8EDsSWjszMBC7OCZyIlPlkd_s4Jj0JyORFLmuJ_kPb2lfH1KPC8puL7k5HVcaS49YS_IPWURU=&c=Pxh3rHRp_aC940uPiP8AKA0JT6ePyT5Sc2FcY3XMpetOIjNTsyv4eQ==&ch=kaI0uXmxX2vtPcnRo45egKewg4D2ETUYoUM1_u1yiRf1t8s38g8wAQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001llj9e8zRo7FQJNLyEyeMSw7BBEathPDS1ASAHyAv6LAFIkSFeenrPiUrsI_0y8T-1jKPpZNok5f1yt7Gk9tw304YzAD7Ebo6ReEpHsQ9qWipSUacL7pmlBmTb1coXd8M_ye_wW-Qn9bYTyDQCLkCH8YWNih7geFbCU1gW9t2acHRAh9o3L5bxALOMB4UR4kR1Erm7hQYzT4-phnRyuh2HNxkyxyZaUbSfB_NL4XCy2Yr2VDkzr8XJgmKFMfF8r3Y&c=Pxh3rHRp_aC940uPiP8AKA0JT6ePyT5Sc2FcY3XMpetOIjNTsyv4eQ==&ch=kaI0uXmxX2vtPcnRo45egKewg4D2ETUYoUM1_u1yiRf1t8s38g8wAQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001llj9e8zRo7FQJNLyEyeMSw7BBEathPDS1ASAHyAv6LAFIkSFeenrPiUrsI_0y8T-n9fAVJQtyyH6qZlsSMyzsymXyQ58Z_Vy9zZP4QYerc3Zofn9BxTr8o98UMyr7IOHqYZ8ImoRFPd5GZRCaUr_AHNbsg4DJkEKYpxmTbtuQf9qk_q0tiSZBkkBe14aPc1LAKsaQj7vx1kxSZrrL3xjUblhL0Uy1EnF8hpmK5xN7OQK28aJ9Ge2nQ==&c=Pxh3rHRp_aC940uPiP8AKA0JT6ePyT5Sc2FcY3XMpetOIjNTsyv4eQ==&ch=kaI0uXmxX2vtPcnRo45egKewg4D2ETUYoUM1_u1yiRf1t8s38g8wAQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001llj9e8zRo7FQJNLyEyeMSw7BBEathPDS1ASAHyAv6LAFIkSFeenrPiUrsI_0y8T-tZG-fAb8oL8bwRHPhdX2ePq2KQBNRnh_zN3eni77TbsqkdznrEcYeBEZ-zNlMioI63wQjehsGEpqyesQhJXlBamp4TI6GyS0zpYQkPdj1tCTMREWfr8-s7Sb3-RbgGT7Ui34VZL4roasOzd0NJagUSjDoWAR4tOl&c=Pxh3rHRp_aC940uPiP8AKA0JT6ePyT5Sc2FcY3XMpetOIjNTsyv4eQ==&ch=kaI0uXmxX2vtPcnRo45egKewg4D2ETUYoUM1_u1yiRf1t8s38g8wAQ==
https://positiveexperience.org/2022-hope-summit-building-hope-save-the-date-and-keynote-speaker-announced/
https://positiveexperience.org/2022-hope-summit-building-hope-save-the-date-and-keynote-speaker-announced/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001llj9e8zRo7FQJNLyEyeMSw7BBEathPDS1ASAHyAv6LAFIkSFeenrPiUrsI_0y8T-SJKu6MRXorM-jizD_96MFqCgs2WdCV95dJAwVp8hAgVGpSDFSAM9fdAqcLN5ckZRazQ3RJLmENn_DybJTEiMlaWm8Wovflxcd3WhW3wFiWEvH3e5OkGDtUL0iV1KJ51mC90fPXpAxrs4eEj5IJLSJxVDOshMrDiv0H7ORKxYYd0=&c=Pxh3rHRp_aC940uPiP8AKA0JT6ePyT5Sc2FcY3XMpetOIjNTsyv4eQ==&ch=kaI0uXmxX2vtPcnRo45egKewg4D2ETUYoUM1_u1yiRf1t8s38g8wAQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001llj9e8zRo7FQJNLyEyeMSw7BBEathPDS1ASAHyAv6LAFIkSFeenrPiUrsI_0y8T-sk2dL41pJrq6EiX9Rytzfjv5LCd00QD20FP8pGbyKFn9PA_IpXm0E_SKWJndPYH0Bfs7uIfZg4fYyhlKEQV9hhmpfyKq5xuwZ1SLrykGHkoJSc_74pG9kT2PCnOuoG9PvyPqlYWUHmNTnx7i0IQ7zL1misUb_D5uOaNjhSEnmf1IGc_6Ya1iXn8McL--2SL1Mdwk52ngWl_IPF38wZsvzQ30C-nmRc5JgAm4yzdVvjOy3sCQ9Dnf6A==&c=Pxh3rHRp_aC940uPiP8AKA0JT6ePyT5Sc2FcY3XMpetOIjNTsyv4eQ==&ch=kaI0uXmxX2vtPcnRo45egKewg4D2ETUYoUM1_u1yiRf1t8s38g8wAQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001llj9e8zRo7FQJNLyEyeMSw7BBEathPDS1ASAHyAv6LAFIkSFeenrPiUrsI_0y8T-WLyRJy_dvZrYoDCDMIcq7dQFuPg3TGe6HwkVrwPT_URcEZ86NN9UkJhzRUNJEuF7zlnQk1sV5WW6HfpQtBfqtoIkaJ0ckFamMMHphe0jhgk=&c=Pxh3rHRp_aC940uPiP8AKA0JT6ePyT5Sc2FcY3XMpetOIjNTsyv4eQ==&ch=kaI0uXmxX2vtPcnRo45egKewg4D2ETUYoUM1_u1yiRf1t8s38g8wAQ==








https://bit.ly/3xUtJ2X


Below is the list of agencies that can help with any housing-related needs or issues. Please consider
downloading the list to make it available to anyone you know who may need it.



Promotes a language-focused approach
Provides tools and resources for providing equitable
early learning opportunit ies for mult i l ingual chi ldren

What is WIDA Early Years?
WIDA Early Years offers professional learning opportunit ies
for early care and education (ECE) professionals,  coaches
and program leaders that highl ights mult i l ingual chi ldren’s
language learning and development.
WIDA Early Years professional learning:

What is the WIDA Family Engagement Training?
The WIDA Family Engagement training is meant for anyone
working with chi ldren ages 0-5 and their famil ies from an
Engl ish Language Learner (ELL) background.
This training is appl icable for educators,  chi ld care
providers,  GSC directors,  GSPC parent l ia isons,  and anyone
working with this target group!
Watch our FREE WIDA Family Engagement video!
Learn strategies and tools to increase Family Engagement
for ELL chi ldren and their famil ies.  Implement these ideas
into your programming! Answer ref lect ive questions as an
organizat ion to grow your inclusiv ity of ELL famil ies!
Take our quick survey after you watch the training to get a
free cert i f icate of completion emailed to you!
For questions ,  s ign up for an optional Q&A Coffee Chat
with Stormie Drake via Zoom below!

FREE WIDA 
Family Engagement Training Video

Watch Training Video
https://bit.ly/WIDAtrain

Post-Training Survey
https://bit.ly/WIDAsurvey

Q&A Coffee Chat Sign Up
https://bit.ly/WIDAchat

https://bit.ly/WIDAtrain
https://bit.ly/WIDAsurvey
https://bit.ly/WIDAchat


01.19.22

GET YOUR
FREE

COVID19
HOME TEST

KITS

WWW.COVIDTESTS.GOV

GET 4 KITS PER HOUSEHOLD

https://www.covidtests.gov/




https://bit.ly/3gTNqOh
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Talking is Teaching

Gun Lake Tribe

Books

VOX Books

Learning
Stations
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Onesies

Burp Clothes

Merchandise purchased for

Allegan County agencies to

further  Their campaigns. 

vinyl Decals

Tote Bags

Bookmarks

Pop Up
display

1,332

19

22

115

1

Little Free
Library 1

50

67

418

250

115 Books

Native American Language 
Extension project

Law Enforcement Agencies:



Otsego - 1 notification
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State
Updates

ALLEGAN COUNTY DATA:



Number of Providers- 119 
(who applied for grant)



Number of Grants Awarded- 74 

Licensed Centers- 22
Licensed Family Homes- 36
Licensed Group Homes- 16



Total Amount of 

Grant Funds Awarded-
$ 3,185,872.50

Stabilization Grant Data by County



State
Updates


